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being, your fear as to the tram-cars being used by "Coloured persons of
every grade" are groundless, apart from the facts submitted by me. I,
however, ask you whether you approve of the means adopted by the
Town Council to achieve its purpose.

I am, etc.,

M. K. GANDHI
Transvaal Leader, 25-5-1906

350. EMPIRE DAT

On Thursday last, throughout the Empire, the birthday of the late
Queen-Empress was celebrated. As the years roll on, the memory of that
noble lady remains as fresh as ever. Her interest in India and its people
was intense3 and in return, she received the whole-hearted affection of
India's millions. Her late Majesty showed her interest in and tolera-
tion for the religions of India, when she had the whole of the Proclama-
tion of 1858 re-written, because of an unwarranted reference to the
power the Government possessed of undermining native religions and
customs. In her letter to Lord Derby1, the Queen wrote:

Such a document should breathe feelings of generosity, benevolence, and
religious toleration, and point out the privileges which the Indians will receive
in being placed on an equality with the subjects of the British Crown, and the
prosperity following in the train of civilization.

These were the principles on which the Empire's foundation was
laid.    Expansion of trade and the acquisition of territory are not the
only things true Imperialists aim at.   There is a greater and a nobler
ideal to work for: that of producing, as John Ruskin puts it, "as many
as possible full-breathed, bright-eyed, and happy-hearted human crea-
tures". We would place this ideal before our South African public men,
and ask them to put away the feelings of race hatred and colour distinc-
tion.   The great British Empire has not risen to its present proud posi-
tion "by methods of oppression, nor is it possible to hold that position
by unfair treatment of its loyal subjects.   British Indians have always
been most devoted to their Sovereign, and the Empire has lost nothing
by including them among its subjects.    India is a vast storehouse of
wealth to Great Britain, whilst thousands of its inhabitants are dying
of starvation with scarcely a murmur.    We venture to suggest that, if
there were more of Queen Victoria's spirit of enlightenment put into the
affairs of the Empire, we should be worthier followers of so great an
Empire-builder.

Indian Opinion, 26-5-1906

1 Ed-ward Stanley Derby, (1799-1869), Prime Minister of England, 1852, 1856 and 1866